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Atleast four important rescensions have come down
to us and it is believed that they must have all been
derived from a common source. A Kashmirian version
called Tantrakhyayika seems   to be the oldest   of all
the versions.   From the 5tb century A. D.. onwards
the stories of the Panchatantra have been very popular.
A   Pahlavi   translation  of   the    book   was  made
to 570 A.D., by the order of a king of Persia and
toother translation  into Syriac can be traced almost
to the same date.   Therefore Panchatantra must have
been famous long before the 6th century.   The clear
marks of Buddhistic influence and the reference made
to the Mahabharata in many places are reasons enough
to fix the upper limit of tire age of the Panchatantra,
at the 2nd century B.C. It may not be wrong to  assign
the Panchatantra, as we have it, to a period about
300 A. D., when the older text might have been revised
and modified  during   the  period   of the Brahminic
revival under the Guptas.
Hitopadesa
The Panchatantra has given rise to various abridgements and imitations. Of these the Hitopadesa deserves special mention as being the most popular, next to the original. Ft was written by one Narayan* Pandita who makes mention of Dhavalachandra as his patron. The popularity of the work in Bengal and the author's reference to certain peculiarities of Sakta practices current in that province make it probable that he mlght have been a native of Bengal. The earliest manuscript of the work is date4 1373 A, r>., a»4 *